TO:                 All Democrat Caucus Members

FROM:          KEITH R. McCALL 
            The Speaker

DATE:           January 26, 2009

RE:                 House Rules



The following summary will update you on where we are with our process to refine the House Rules.  As you may be aware, we planned to consider permanent House Rules today, however, due to unforeseen events over the last week that prevented us from continuing discussions with Republican Leaders, we have decided to postpone the adoption of final Rules until next month.  

Unfortunately, over the course of the past several days an aggressive and misinformed campaign has spread inaccuracies about the process we are using to develop and adopt permanent House Rules, the intent behind some of the amendments and the draft content we have shared with those who have expressed interest in being involved in the process.

Please be assured, our primary goal throughout this process is to ensure that the public and our Members know exactly what the House is considering by using an open and transparent process.  

To the extent that we have discussed changes, they are consistent with this goal and are not a reversion to the way things used to be when, on too many occasions, neither Members nor the public knew the content of bills. 

Over a month ago, our caucus staff met with Republican staff to begin bipartisan discussions about the Rules that will govern our Chamber this Legislative Session.  Through those discussions a long list of proposals were put forth and collected in a document that Majority Leader Eachus and I directed caucus staff to share with Republican Leaders.  The list was shared with the expectation that the Republican caucus would do, as our caucus did, share the list of ideas with their Members who have demonstrated a keen interest in the development of House Rules.

Unfortunately, a single Republican Member distributed the collection of ideas to the media and billed them as a list of Democratic ideas intended to take the House back to the ways of yesteryear.  While this is nowhere near the truth, this does appear to be where the roots of the misinformation campaign were planted.  I am compelled to correct the record.

Despite this distraction, I assure you that it remains our sincere and deliberate intention to continue the ongoing bipartisan discussions with the goal of ensuring that the House, its Members and the public are all well served under the 2009-2010 House Rules.

Responding directly to the erroneous information:

1) Democrats have not proposed altering the 11PM curfew

2) Democrats have not proposed eliminating fiscal notes or making fiscal notes available at a later time.

3) Democrats have not proposed eliminating the prohibition of the Rules Committee from gutting all of the language out of a bill and replacing it with multiple pages of language minutes before a floor vote.

4) Democrats have not proposed eliminating any rule to prohibit ghost voting in committee meetings.

5) Democrats have not proposed that committees function with less than a quorum.

Clearly, changes like those stated above would be inconsistent with our goals and would not in any way reflect the intentions of our caucus.  

Rather than to permit this misinformation from permeating any further, please know that: 

1) Democrats do intend to prevent dilatory tactics from being used to prevent a Member who has made a proper Motion pursuant to the House Rules from having their motion put to a vote.  

2) Democrats do intend to better enable committee chairman and Leaders from both sides of the aisle to provide notice of committee meeting times to Members and the public as required by the Sunshine Act.

3) Democrats do intend to ensure that the House will not be left to the whims of its sister Chamber while ensuring that the rights of all Members are protected.

4) Democrats do intend to ensure that the committee process is strengthened by better enabling Members of both parties to develop subject matter expertise and full participation in committee business.

5) Democrats do intend to ensure that Members and the public will have the opportunity to fully review changes made to bills on 2nd consideration prior to further action being taken on a bill.

6) Democrats do intend to codify well established House precedents to prevent partisan maneuvering, the advancement of personal agendas and feigned confusion from disrupting Members seeking to conduct House business.

7) Democrats do intend to prevent efforts to orchestrate insincere challenges to rulings of the Chair from being used to circumvent the proper process required to change, add, modify and or delete the House Rules.  

8) Democrats do intend to ensure that the integrity of the Ethics Committee complaint filing process is restored in order to prevent the process from being used for personal advantage.

9) Democrats do intend to ensure that all House standing committees adhere to and follow uniform standing committee rules so that Members and public are better able to participate in the committee process.

10) Democrats do intend to facilitate better management and coordination of the committee meeting schedule in order to maximize the openness and transparency of the committee process.

11) Democrats do intend make certain that the public can access House legislative records through the same process established in the new Pennsylvania Right-to-Know Law.

Again, our primary goal is to foster an open and transparent process. We believe that all will agree that the changes being discussed will improve the function of the House.  

As always, if you would like to additional information or wish to make additional suggestions to improve our House Rules, please contact me at your convenience.
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